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- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 133). 
Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1 .704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communication(s) filed on 1 1 December 2003 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)|EI This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Claim(s) 1.2,6-9,11,12,15 and 19-22 Is/are pending In the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) 0 Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) |EI Claim(s) 1,2.6-9,11.12,15 and 19-22 is/are rejected. 
?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) n The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)0 The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)^ accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 ,85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the con-ection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
11 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)13 Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)n Some * c)^ None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2.n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. , 



3.^ Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 1 7.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachment(s) 

1 ) □ Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Inten^iew Summary (PTO-413) 

2) □ Notice of Drafteperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) Paper No{s)/Mail Date. . 

3) □ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449 or PTO/SB/08) 5) □ Notice of Informal Patent Application (PTO-152) 

Paper No(s)/Mall Date . 6) d Otiier: . 
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1. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, second paragraph, as being indefinite for 
failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which applicant regards as 
the invention. 

The subject matter of claim 22 fails to further limit claim 15. Within claim 15, it is stated 
that a mixture of ethylene oxide and propylene oxide is reacted with the H- functional initiator; 
however, within claim 22, it is stated that propylene oxide is initially reacted with the initiator; 
therefore, within claim 22, there can be no addition of the mixture of ethylene oxide and 
propylene oxide onto the initiator, as required by claim 15. 

2. Claim 22 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 1 12, first paragraph, as failing to comply with the 
written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter which was not described 
in the specification in such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art that 
the inventor(s), at the time the application was filed, had possession of the claimed invention. 
Support has not been provided for the "total amount of propylene oxide" limitation. The recited 
value appears to only pertain to the oxypropylene end block. 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the mvention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before 
the invention by the applicant for patent or 

(2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention 
by the applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States only 
if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) of such 
treaty in the English language. 

4. Claims 1, 2, 6-9, 11, 12, 15, and 19-21 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as anticipated 
by Lear et al. ('994). 
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Lear et al. disclose the production of secondary hydroxyl group containing polyether 
polyols, having a terminal oxypropylene block of 25 weight percent of the total polyol weight, 
and their use in the production of polyurethanes, wherein the polyol is produced by reacting 
propylene oxide with an initiator to yield an oxypropylated compound, which is then 
oxyalkylated with a mixture of ethylene oxide and propylene oxide to yield a product, which is 
ultimately oxyalkylated with only propylene oxide, in the presence of a double metal cyanide 
catalyst. See column 9 and examples 4-6. 

5. The examiner has considered applicants' arguments concerning the language, "... wherein 
the proportion of ethylene oxide in the mixture of ethylene oxide and propylene oxide is reduced 
during the course of the addition until only pure propylene oxide is being introduced at the end 
of the addition and the position is taken that this language only requires that the ethylene 
oxide supply be discontinued so that only propylene oxide is being added at the end of the 
addition reaction. The language cannot be construed to only read on a gradual decrease in the 
amount of ethylene oxide being fed to the reaction. Therefore, the position is further taken that 
the claim language is sufficiently broad that the cited passage of the reference encompasses the 
claim language. 

6. It is regretted that this prior art rejection was not previously set forth. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication should be directed to R. Sergent at telephone 
number (571) 272-1079. 
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